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About the Art Exhibition for a Century of Friendship...

As it is known, it was announced that 2024 would be
celebratedasamutualculturalyearinHungaryandTurkiye,
as it is the 100th anniversary of the Turkish-Hungarian
Friendship Agreement signed in 1923. Following this
action decision taken by the relevant institutions of the
two countries, we as KUtahya Dumlupinar University could
not be expected to remain indifferent to the process, and
we were ready to do something.

Inthe second half of the19th century, Ottoman-Hungarian
relations softened. The Hungarians adopted the idea of
independence against Austria, also under the influence
of the spread of nationalist ideas spread by the French
Revolution of 1789. In 1848-1849, the Hungarians fought
a war of independence against Austria and wanted
to establish the Hungarian Republic. Lajos Kossuth
accelerated the Hungarian independence movement
by establishing a new parliament and declared war
on Austria in 1848. In order to suppress this attempt,
Austria asked for help from Russia, and with the help
they received, the Hungarians were defeated and a great
massacre was committed against the Hungarians by the
Russians.

The idea of our art event was the Hungarian national
hero Lajos Kossuth. Lajos Kossuth is a very significant
figure in 19th century Hungarian history. He lived in the
Ottoman Empire as a political refugee between 1849 and
1851. Kossuth and his entourage lived in KUtahya from the
spring of 1850 to the autumn of 1851. Most of his entourage
stayed in the garrison in the city. During this time, he lived
in the City Hall (Borekgiler Mahallesi, Macar Sokak), which
is now officially a museum. In the museum, there is still
an exhibition of the Hungarian National Museum, which
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tells the story of this great politician. Ottoman-Hungarian
relations improved further in the following years, and
on December 18, 1923, a Treaty of Friendship was signed
between the Hungary and young Republic of Turkiye.
In 2023, the 100th anniversary of this agreement will be
celebrated and 2024 was declared the mutual year of
culture in Turkiye and Hungary.

We began from this beautiful historical point and took
the initiative to open an art exhibition consisting of the
artworks of Hungarian and Turkish artists through our
faculty of fine arts. | would like to thank all the Hungarian
and Turkish artists who participated in the exhibition, and
our Governor of Kutahya, Mr. Musa Isin, who supported
us in obtaining the necessary permissions to open an
exhibition at the Lajos Kossuth Museum. On behalf of
KUtahya Dumlupinar University, | would like to thank
Miss Anna Pifka as the curator of the show, Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Hami Onur Bingdl, Assoc. Prof. Eren Evin Kiligckaya
and | also would like to give special thanks to Res. Asst.
Dilara Merve Kagmaz who provided great support in
the announcement of the exhibition process and its
catalogue with her adorable beautiful designs.

| hope to be together again in many events symbolizing
the eternity of Hungarian and Turkish friendship and with
the hope that the Hungarian-Turkish friendship will be
celebrated again in many centuries to come.

Prof. Dr. Levent Mercin
Provost

KUtahya Dumlupinar University
Faculty of Fine Arts
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Those who pay attention to their surroundings are able
to make essential things visible. In recent months, as
we prepared for the exhibition ‘Art for the friendship
of a century’ in the occasion of the Hungarian-Turkish
Cultural Season for 2024, an imaginary journey began.
Now Turkish and Hungarian artists, visitors are here. We
can meet each other through the artworks.

The venue of the exhibition is an exciting historical place
for us. Kossuth Museum symbolize hospitality. In 1849,
Sultan Abdul Medjid | welcomed Lajos Kossuth, the
Governor-president of the Kingdom of Hungary, who was
fleeing the despair of the Hungarian Revolution of 1848.
The artworks make it possible Hungarian artists are
present in Kultahya, through the visuality of iconic
buildings, streets, Lake Balaton — often referred to as the
“Hungarian Sea” —and other landscapes, including natural
phenomena created by light.

In several cases, the artists move away from realistic,
direct expression as they seek new dimensions and layers
of time and space. Elements like nature and light are
frequently used as ‘materials’ captured with modern tools.
Many of the artists here seek nearness to nature and still
regard it as an ancient source for their creations. The only
variable factor is technology, what is used with preference
nowadays, during a creative processes. The exhibition
would not have been possible without the technology,
connections, and most importantly, the relationships we
have. It is important to highlight that all the images here
reflect each other and the intelligent use of technology
allows us to share and exchange experiences more easily.
Firstly, | would like to express my gratitude to Prof. Dr.
Suleyman KIZILTOPRAK, Rector of Kutahya Dumlupinar
University, for making the exhibition possible.
Furthermore, | would like to extend my thanks to the
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Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Turkey and the Kutahya
Kossuth Museum, which provided the conditions for
the opening of the exhibition — serving as an exhibition
hall for the first time in history. Thanks to Dilara Merve
KACMAZ, the university's talented designer, for creating
the exhibition’s visual materials.

Thank you very much for the teamwork throughout
the inquiry, as well as for the continuous consultations
and immediate, positive feedbacks from Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Hami Onur Bingol, Lecturer in the Faculty of Fine Arts,
specializing in Cartoons and Animation.

Thanks to the work of Agnes Hadsz, visual artist and
head of the Hungarian Electrographic Art Association.
Many talented Hungarian artists are participating in
the exhibition through her efforts. Jézsef Szurcsik, a
visual artist and Associate Professor in the Department
of Graphics at the Hungarian University of Fine Arts,
also actively shared his insights and collaborated on
the selection process. Both of them contributed to the
exhibition with their artworks.

In our imagination, we have traveled to you in Turkey.
Thank you for the opportunity of we can celebrating
together the Hungarian-Turkish Cultural Year!

Anna Pifka
Curator
§ _ B Kitahya
*s GUZEL SANATLAR Kossuth's House
S Museum



MUVESZET EGY
EVSZAZAD
BARATSAGAERT

Vegyes Kiadllitas
Nemzetkdzi Megnyitd

BiR ASIRLIK

DOSTLUK iCiN
S ANAT

Uluslararasi Cagrili Karma Sergi

Artists / Sanatgilar

Ahmet Altindas
Ahmet Metin Tunca
Ahmet Tdrk

Anna Pifka

Baan Katalin

Barti Magdolna
Bodor Aniko

Bozsa Evelin

BUKi Zsuzsanna
Ceyda Kurtes

Csizy Laszlo

David Vera

Dilara Merve Kagmaz
Ekési Orsolya

Eren Evin Kilickaya
FlUgen Yatir

Haasz Agnes
Halasz Gabor

Hami Onur Bingol
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Herendeti Péter
Kantor Jozsef
Kipp Eva

Lévay Jend
Levent Mercin
Lieber Erzsébet
Mayer Eva

Meral Erdogmus
Orszag Laszlo
Péter Agnes
Ruzsa Dénes
Sandor Bernadett
Szegezdy Janos
Szovényi Barnabas
Szoll6sy Enikd
Szurcsik Jozsef
Teller Maria
Utassy Doéra
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